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30.   * WEST  TO ASHTON.
To
Thomas Ashton Esqr at the Honble Mrs Lewis's in Hanover Square London
No more of your civil Prefaces, dear Ashton; I am sorry we can't agree, hut who can help it? I shall never be of your opinion, till you can convince me : and I beg you'll never be of mine, but upon the same Condition, Our controversy, I find, is reduced to this one question. Whether your definition of the Sublime is a just and comprehensive definition or not?
The Sublime, say you, is a just and lively representation of the grand objects and Circumstances of Nature. Now, I humbly propose another question first i.e. whether yoiir definition is a clear and expressive definition or not?
This question indeed is of little importance to yrself, who made the definition & consequently must know yr own Meaning when you made it: but to me, who did not make it, and only guess yr Meaning from the Words, I read in the definition itself, it is of great importance. For how should I know whether the Meaning of a Definition is just,
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